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Fall 2022: Central Oaks & Prairies of Texas  
By Bert Frenz 
 
This report is from 1 August to 30 November 2022.  It includes sightings from the following counties:  
Austin, Bastrop, Bell, Brazos, Burleson, Falls, Fayette, Freestone, Grimes, Lee, Leon, Limestone, 
McLennan, Madison, Milam, Navarro, Robertson, Travis, Waller, Washington, and Williamson. 
 

 
 
 
MOST UNUSUAL SIGHTINGS: 
 
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck – New county-high counts for Black-bellied Whistling-Duck were 107 at 
Centerville Road, Austin Co 24 Sep (Erik Wolf) and 300 at Round Rock, Williamson Co 10 Nov 2022 
(Simon Walker). 
 
Redhead – A record-high total for Brazos Co was 700 Redheads counted as groups of 50 that all 
eventually joined into a single massive raft at Lake Bryan 5 Nov (Keith Andringa, Rhett Raibley). 
 
White-winged Scoter – A White-winged Scoter 
created lots of local attention at Walter E. Long 
Lake in Travis Co 22 Nov—7 Jan (Erik Sauder, ph. 
Joseph Mitchell, ph. Davy Tolman, m.ob.) and 
generated 177 eBird reports.  Less well known was 
one photographed at Lake Fayette 26 Nov (ph. 
Kenneth Bader), a first record for Fayette Co. 
 
Red-breasted Merganser – A count of eight Red-
breasted Mergansers was a new high for October 
in the central Oaks and Prairies; these were at 
Lake Bryan, Brazos Co 17-24 Oct (Bill Eisele) 
where a few remained until 14 Nov. 
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Chuck-will’s-widow – Difficult to interpret, an experienced wildlife biologist familiar with the call of a 
Chuck-will’s-widow heard one calling 28 Nov (Dianne Robinson) at a residence near Fenway Park in 
Riviera Springs, western Williamson Co.  This is unusual both because of the very late date and because 
it was calling, which they only do during the breeding season but may reinitiate before migration. 
 
 

Blue-throated Mountain-gem – A first for Travis Co, 
a male Blue-throated Mountain-gem was 
photographed at a hummingbird feeder at Brittlyns 
Court 28 Oct (ph. Andy & Ellen Filtness, ph. Jane 
Tillman). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Calliope Hummingbird – A Calliope Hummingbird at Repka Road was a first record for Waller Co 30 
Oct—8 Nov (Fred Collins).  Single Calliope Hummingbirds were reported at Milton Reimers Ranch Park, 
Travis Co 19 Aug (Jeffrey Jackson), at Austin in Williamson Co 3 Sep (Steven McDonald), at a residence 
near Wild Basin Preserve in Travis Co 28 Oct (Michael Curran  The first two were new locations while the 
Wild Basin site was visited multiple times in the past two winters. 
 
 
 
Allen’s Hummingbird – A first documented record 
for McLennan Co, a green-backed hummingbird 
photographed 27 Aug 2022 (ph. Alisha Flanary) at 
Riesel City Park was attributed to Allen’s 
Hummingbird because it lacked a notch on R2. 
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Broad-tailed Hummingbird – Broad-tailed 
Hummingbirds made a good showing with four 
locations in the Hill Country of Travis Co and 
Williamson Co (where they are occasional), including 
an unusual two at Rob Roy, Travis Co 11-12 Nov 
(Michael Curran), plus five singles at prairie counties 
(where it is rare), including southern Austin, Travis Co 
7 Oct—28 Nov (Carl Becker), central Austin 14 Nov 
(Chris Gunter), Kurten in Brazos Co 23 Oct (Shirley 
Wilkerson), west of Bastrop in Bastrop Co 22-30 Nov 
(Adeline Fox), and Repka Road in northern Waller Co 
11 Sep (Fred Collins).  
   

Virginia Rail – A second record of Virginia Rail for 
Milam Co was at Davilla 10 Nov (Sean Mecredy). 
 
Common Gallinule – The Common Gallinule first found at Cedar Park Regional Medical Center in 
Williamson Co 16 Apr was still present 7 Nov (Kenneth Williams) and then seen again the next month.  
There are less than a dozen records for the county.  A new high count of 33 gallinules for Grimes Co was 
reached 28 Aug (Bruce Neville) on the settling ponds at the former TMPA coal mining area. 
 

 
Limpkin – A Limpkin at Wood Lake 1-27 Aug (ph. 
Chris Butler) was the first record for Brazos Co.  One 
to two were found at Sulphur Springs Road 14 Aug—
17 Nov (ph. Brandon Woo).  A first for Madison Co was 
18-20 Aug (ph. Greg Page) at Lake Madison Park.  
One was again found at Richland Creek WMA in 
Freestone and Navarro Cos 6 Aug (ph. Martin Reid, 
Sheridan Coffey).  Another was at Barton Creek 
Wilderness Park in Travis Co 25 Aug (ph. Caleb 
Helsel). 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Whooping Crane – A plethora of rare migrant 
Whooping Cranes were reported in their passage 
through the central Oaks and Prairies, including a 
large flock at Lake Waco’s Reynolds Creek Park 
13-14 Nov (Randolph King).  First seen the 
evening of the 13th, many observers arrived at the 
area throughout the next day, watching the 
feeding flock, and arriving at multiple estimates of 
26-41 cranes which included 8 juveniles.  The 
count surpasses the previous high count of 22 for 
the Oaks and Prairies region.  Single Whooping 
Cranes were reported at West Fort Hood, Bell Co 8 

Nov (Matthew Christiansen, Kianna Burtle), along 
Westinghouse Road in Georgetown, Williamson Co 
18 Nov (Sebastian Casarez), and at Granger Lake, 
Williamson Co 20 Nov (Martin Byhower). 



© Greg Page 2 Aug 2022 Lee Co 

 
 
Piping Plover – A first record for Lee Co, a Piping 
Plover was photographed at Lake Somerville’s Nails 
Creek Unit 2 Aug (ph. Greg Page).  A few days later 
Washington Co also got its first record at Lake 
Somerville’s Overlook Park 7 Aug (Darrell Vollert).  
Another was at Lake Bryan in Brazos Co 7-8 Aug 
(John Hale, m.ob.) and one was at Hornsby Bend 16-
18 Aug (Jack Lehman). 
 

Marbled Godwit – A very rare migrant in the Central Brazos Valley, a Marbled Godwit was at Lake 
Somerville, viewed from the Lee Co side 1-6 Aug (Bernd Gravenstein, ph. Greg Page, Byron Stone) and 
from the Washington Co side 28 Aug (Darrell Vollert).  Another was found at Trading House Creek 
Reservoir, McLennan Co 10 Sep (Randolph King). 
 
Ruddy Turnstone – Rare inland, Ruddy Turnstones turned up at Lake Somerville on the Washington Co 
side 4 Aug (Keith Andringa) and on the Burleson Co side 3 Sep (Eric Cameron), as well as Lake Travis at 
Bob Wentz Windy Point Park, Travis Co 26 Aug (Vincent O'Brien, C. V. Sylvan). 
 
Stilt Sandpiper – A new high count for McLennan Co was 63-120 Stilt Sandpipers at Lake Waco’s Flat 
Rock Access 31 Aug—14 Sep (ph. Randolph King). 

Sanderling – A first record for Lee Co, a Sanderling was photographed at Lake Somerville Nails Creek 
Unit 2 Aug (ph. Greg Page).  
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Baird’s Sandpiper -- A rather late migrant Baird’s Sandpiper lingered at Sims Lane in Brazos Co 6 Nov 
(Brandon Woo). 
 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper – Conservative estimates of 800 Buff-breasted Sandpipers on 30 Aug (Brady 
Schwab) and 450 on 31 Aug (Keith Andringa, Rhett Raibley) at Sims Lane, Brazos Co are near record 
highs for the central Oaks and Prairies region. 
 
Pectoral Sandpiper – Pectoral Sandpipers were found in large numbers of 110-550 (avg 280) at Sims 
Lane, Brazos Co 24 Aug—1 Sep (m.ob.).  One tarried very late 20-25 Nov (Troy Hibbitts, Marla Hibbits). 
 

Sabine’s Gull – A second record for Brazos Co, an 
adult Sabine’s Gull was at Lake Bryan 24 Aug (ph. Bill 
Eisele, ph. Brent Cox). 
 
 
 
California Gull – A California Gull, one of about a 
dozen records for Travis Co, was viewed from Bob 
Wentz Windy Point Park on Lake Travis 22 Nov (ph.† 
Vincent O'Brien). 

 
 
 

Lesser Black-backed Gull – An adult Lesser Black-backed Gull was photographed at Granger Lake 
dam 30 Sep 2022 (ph. Timothy Fennell, ph. Kelly Holligan) and was the earliest fall sighting among the 
two dozen gulls known historically for the central Oaks and Prairies region. 
 
Gull-billed Tern – Very rare inland, a Gull-billed Tern remained 11-17 Aug 2022 (Tom Shaughnessy) at a 
lake behind the Windale Historical Complex in Round Top, a first record for Fayette Co. 
 
Forster’s Tern – Unusually large flocks of Forster’s Terns early in migration were on the Washington Co 
side of Lake Somerville when 109 were counted 28 Aug and 150 were estimated 25 Sep (Darrell Vollert). 
 
Black Skimmer – Apparently not storm-related, a 
juvenile Black Skimmer visited Shipp/Stagner Lake 22-
25 Aug (ph. Priest Cantu, ph. Richard Kaskan, Justin 
Bosler, Ron & Susan Martin).  It is the first dated 
record for Bastrop Co since one marked on a Texas 
map by Oberholser (1974). 
 
 
Common Loon – Likely the same Common Loon seen 
during the summer was reported this fall 11 Sep+ 
(Suzanne Kho, m.ob.) at Lady Bird Lake, Red Bud 
Isle, and Lake Travis. 
 

 
 

Magnificent Frigatebird – Unrelated to storm weather, a single 
Magnificent Frigatebird was photographed 20 Nov (ph. Don Brode, 
George Brode) flying west along River Trail at Hornsby Bend. 
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Brown Booby – A Brown Booby photographed 17 Aug (ph. 
Greg Page) flew toward Lake Limestone dam and thus became 
the first record for Robertson Co and the second for Leon Co.  
The Brown Booby first reported 17 Mar at Williamson Co 
continued throughout the seasons to 1 Dec (Timothy Fennell) 
at Lake Georgetown and reported on eBird nearly 150 times. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Neotropic Cormorant – A record-high fall count of 350 Neotropic Cormorants flew 8:48-9:21 AM 16 Aug 
(Brandon Woo) northeast over Carlos Lake towards Gibbons Creek Reservoir in five flocks of 50+ birds, 
about eight flocks of 7-10 birds, various groups of 1-3, plus a few singles.  Some were still flying over as 
the observer left the area.  At this time of year cormorants should be in rookeries and feeding young.  The 
flying direction leads to what used be the hot-water pond where partially submerged dead trees provided 
a rookery in past years before the reservoir was closed to the public.  A 35-minute morning count of 170 
cormorants was again toward the reservoir 26 Nov (Brandon Woo).  By this date, all nesting activity 
should have ceased and hatch-year birds freely flying.  With a 90-minute survey, an even higher count of 
580 flew over Carlos Lake in the opposite direction 4:33-6:03 PM 30 Nov (Justin Bosler).     
 
American White Pelican -- A count of 210 American White Pelicans 7 Aug (Randy Pinkston) is high for 
August in the Oaks and Prairies region; these were at Fort Parker SP, Limestone Co.  A portion of 1200 
pelicans were photographed on Lake Somerville from Rocky Creek Park, Washington Co 23 Oct (Tom 
Taroni). 
 
Great Blue Heron – An unusually large number of Great Blue Herons gathered around Shipp/Stagner 
Lake in Bastrop Co 25 Oct—20 Nov (m.ob.) with a peak count of 65 on 8 Nov (ph. Richard Kaskan). 
 
Reddish Egret – Not long ago, Reddish Egret was a rarity in the central Oaks and Prairies region with 
about 175 records 1975-2019 in 21 counties.  This fall season alone, 92 reports on 69 days included 13 
Reddish Egrets at 11 locations in 7 counties 1 Aug—15 Sep.  The counties were Bastrop, Brazos, 
Burleson, Lee, Madison, Washington, and Williamson. 
 
Roseate Spoonbill – A substantial gathering of 60 Roseate Spoonbills was present 21 Sep (David Scott) 
at Flag Pond, Lee Co. 
 
Bald Eagle -- A pair of Bald Eagles that apparently nested near the Colorado River last winter perched 
near Shipp/Stagners Lake, Bastrop Co 22 Aug (Priest Cantu).  Regular monitoring thereafter revealed 
three eagles starting 26 Aug (Louise Smyth, Shelia Hargis), eight to nine 26 Oct—20 Nov (Priest Cantu, 
Louise Smyth, Brooke Smith, Shelia Hargis), ten 6 Nov (Shelia Hargis, Louise Smyth, Bernd 
Gravenstein), and 14-18 on 8 Jan 2023 (Jason Leifester, Justin Bosler).  The latter count included mixed 
ages and mostly all in view at one time. 
 

Swallow-tailed Kite – A late migrant Swallow-tailed Kite was at Platt 
Lane, Travis Co 29 Sep 2022 (Eric Feldkamp). 
 
Snail Kite – The Snail Kite first discovered 23 Jul at Lake 
Somerville SP in Lee Co continued to 3 Aug (Nick Glover). 
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Swainson’s Hawk – In 10 hours at Milton Reimers Ranch Park, a count of 6500 Swainson’s Hawks 
consisted of many kettles throughout the day with each kettle containing 500-1000 hawks 8 Oct (Jeffrey 
Jackson).  
 
Burrowing Owl – A Burrowing Owl, which is occasionally found in eastern Travis Co, was photographed 
farther west at St. Edwards University campus 6 Oct (ph. Elijah Wostl).  
 
Belted Kingfisher – On 1 Oct (Claude Morris et al.) a high count of 15 Belted Kingfishers were tallied while 
12 kayakers traveled 10 miles along the Colorado River from the Hwy 973 bridge to Little Webberville 
Park, Bastrop Co.  
 

Red-napped Sapsucker – A Red-napped Sapsucker 
that frequented a bird feeder last Mar again came to 
the same yard 16 Oct+ (Mark McConaughy) at 
Deadoak Lane in northwest Austin, Travis Co. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Crested Caracara – A count of 100+ Crested 
Caracara consisted of 60 photographed in one tree, 
15 on the ground searching for insects, 20 in flight, 
and other solitary ones, found in the Smithville area 
of Bastrop Co 21 Sep (Priest Cantu). 
 
 
Merlin – The third record for Madison Co, a Merlin 
was photo-documented 23 Sep (ph. Greg Page) at 
Lake Madison Park and the fourth record was seen 
at Virginia Lane Lake 27 Sep (Bruce Neville). 
 

Prairie Falcon – An unseasonal Prairie Falcon first 
reported 16 Jul was last seen at Willis Creek WA, 
Williamson Co 9 Aug (Bryan Cotter). 
 
Black-capped Vireo – Unusually late for Black-capped Vireos to be singing on territory, two banded males 
counter-sang with a third newly arrived male at Nameless Road 25 Aug (Paul Fushille) and four singing 
males were at a breeding colony at Balcones Canyonlands Preserve 1 Sep (Bill Reiner Jr.), both records 
in Travis Co. 
 
Red-eyed Vireo – An exceptionally late Red-eyed Vireo was described 8 Nov (Kenneth Bader) at Devine 
Lake Park, Travis Co. 
 
American Crow -- Although Lake Bryan, Brazos Co has supported fall roosts of migrant American Crows 
in recent years, this year a record 280-300 were counted leaving the roost 8-10 Oct (Brady Schwab); 
outside of Oct-Nov the normal population at this site is low to mid double digits. 
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Ruby-crowned Kinglet – Setting a record high count for Ruby-crowned Kinglets in the central Oaks and 
Prairies region, 92 were counted from multiple large flocks throughout Berry Springs Park in Travis Co 6 
Nov (Chris Quezada). 
 

Sage Thrasher – A first county record for Austin Co, a 
Sage Thrasher was resting on a fence post in a cow 
pasture near Kenney 20 Oct 2022 (Darrell Vollert).  
Another Sage Thrasher was photographed at Bastrop 
SP 27 Nov (ph. Jason Leifester) and apparently had 
been first reported 22 Nov (Katherine & John Nelson).  
One was also photographed at Milton Reimer Ranch 
Park 28 Nov (ph. Maggie Carpenter, Eric Carpenter). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Townsend’s Solitaire – A long-staying Townsend’s 
Solitaire 15 Nov—21 Dec (ph. Amy Roush, Roush, m.ob.) 
was at Hamilton Pool, Travis Co.  Three others were at 
West Fort Hood, Bell Co 16-17 Nov (Daniel Knoc, Kianna 
Burtle, Matthew Christiansen, ph. Chelsea Plimpton, 
Charlie Plimpton). 
 
 
 
American Pipit -- A calling flock of 21 American Pipits at 
Union Grove WMA on Stillhouse Hollow Lake, Bell Co 2 
Oct 2022 (Matthew Christiansen, Chris Waas) was a high 
count for so early in migration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Black-billed Cuckoo – Casual as a fall migrant in the Oaks and Prairies region, a Black-billed Cuckoo 
was feeding on a caterpillar when it called diagnostically 4 Sep (Callen Inman) at Platt Lane, Travis Co. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



© Brian Ellyson 7 Sep 2022 Travis Co 

© Annelia Williams 8 Nov 2022 Travis Co 

Red Crossbill – A very early Red Crossbill visited a 
bird feeder three days in a row 5-7 Sep (ph. Brian 
Ellyson) at Bee Cave, Travis Co.  Another was a 
flyover mostly identified by call 16 Nov (Caleb Helsel) 
at Westlake High School, Travis Co. 
 
Lesser Goldfinch – Milam Co’s first Lesser Goldfinch 
was a singing bird 1 Sep (Sean Mecredy) at Donahoe 
Creek and CR 402. 
 
American Goldfinch -- An early male American 
Goldfinch arrived at Elgin, Bastrop Co 20 Aug (Jason 
Leifester). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cassin’s Sparrow – In Travis Co, Cassin’s Sparrow is 
a scarce resident rarely reported in fall.  Thus, a noteworthy report is two adults and one juvenile on 
territory at Milton Reimers Ranch Park 6 Aug (Jeffrey Jackson) and a single sparrow photographed while 
foraging at Hornsby Bend 6 Sep (ph. Jeff Osborne, Janet Davis). 
 
Grasshopper Sparrow – A count of 15 Grasshopper Sparrows is unusually high for the fall season, these 
found 6 Oct (Caleb Helsel) at Barton Creek Wilderness Park. 
 
Dark-eyed Junco – The Oregon form of Dark-eyed Junco is identified on 8% of reports in the central Oaks 
and Prairies region, making it rare.  Thus, it is likely the same family of closely monitored migrant juncos 
visited a Leon feeder 15 Nov 2021—26 Mar 2022 and returned the following year 6 Nov 2022—11 Jan 
2023+ (Greg Page). 
 
Dark-eyed Junco x White-throated Sparrow 
(hybrid) – A nicely photographed sparrow appears to 
be a Dark-eyed Junco x White-throated Sparrow 
(hybrid), clearly exhibiting features of both, at Bauerle 
Ranch Park in Travis Co 8 Nov (ph. Annelia Williams). 
 
 
 
Lincoln’s Sparrow – Exceptionally early were single 
Lincoln’s Sparrows at St. Andrew’s Episcopal School, 
Travis Co 6 Sep (Jeff Osborne) and Cedar Park, 
Williamson Co 7 Sep (Brush Freeman). 
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Ovenbird – An incredibly early Ovenbird was 
photographed 15-16 Aug (Debby Jones, ph. Anna 
Stalcup) on the ground under a feeder at a home 
northwest of Bastrop, Bastrop Co.  Prior to this report, 
the earliest fall Ovenbird in the central Oaks and 
Prairies region was 1 Sep. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Blue-winged Warbler – A male Blue-winged Warbler 
described at Elgin, Bastrop Co 14 Aug (Jason 
Leifester) is both very rare and early for the Oaks and 
Prairies region. 
 
Brewster’s Warbler – A very rare Brewster’s Warbler 
(Golden-winged x Blue-winged Warbler hybrid) was 
photographed 13 Sep (ph. Randy James) at Belton, 
Bell Co. 
 
Black-and-white Warbler – A new high count in the 
central Oaks and Prairies region for fall migration of 
Black-and-white Warbler was 12 female-types at the 
Texas A&M University Research Park, Brazos Co 4 
Sep (Meredith Anderson).  
 
Swainson’s Warbler – After a half century hiatus in 
McLennan Co, a migrant Swainson’s Warbler was 
again found 8 Sep (Randolph King) at Reynolds Creek 

Park on Lake Waco. 
 
 

Tennessee Warbler – An early and rare fall migrant Tennessee Warbler was studied 19 Aug 2022 (Gus 
Cothran) at Foxfire subdivision in College Station, Brazos Co. 

 
MacGillivray’s Warbler – Very rare in fall migration in 
the central Texas, a MacGillivray’s Warbler was 
photographed 5 Sep (ph. Martin Byhower, Jan 
Laughlin, Nancy Henderson, Belinda Avey) at Sun City 
– Legacy Hills Park, Williamson Co. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cerulean Warbler – Accidental in fall, a first-year female Cerulean Warbler was photographed 4 Sep (ph. 
Martin Byhower, Belinda Avey) at Sun City, Williamson Co.  
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Magnolia Warbler – Exceptionally late was an immature Magnolia Warbler 25 Nov (Bill Reiner Jr.) at 
McKinney Falls SP, Travis Co. 
 
Bay-breasted Warbler -- Accidental as a fall migrant in the central Oaks and Prairies, a juvenile female 
Bay-breasted Warbler was described at Granger Lake, Williamson Co 20 Aug (Jeremy Webster) and 
another was late 19 Nov (Caleb Helsel) at Platt Lane, Travis Co.  Before these two, there were only two 
other fall records in the entire region since 1980. 
 
Blackburnian Warbler – A very rare fall migrant in the Oaks and Prairies region, a Blackburnian Warbler 
was described 4 Sep (Suzanne Kho) at Nicholas Dawson Park, Travis Co. 
 
Chestnut-sided Warbler – Not only is it rare as a fall migrant but one photographed at Sulphur Springs 
Road in Brazos Co 19 Aug (ph. Brandy Falise) is also the earliest record for the central Oaks and Prairies 
region.  Another was observed on the Texas A&M University campus 27 Sep (Laura Sare), a date more 
central to its historical fall migration dates. 
 
Palm Warbler – An early Palm Warbler was photographed 11 Sep 2022 (ph. Michael Meves) at 
Commons Ford Ranch.  Previously, the earliest in the central Oaks and Prairies region was an historical 
record 14 Sep 1916 in Austin. 
 

Prairie Warbler – As a very rare and erratic visitor to 
the central Oaks and Prairies region, this season was 
a bonanza of sightings, starting with one in Round 
Rock, Williamson Co 16 Aug (Justin Bosler).  Other 
sightings were 17-18 Aug (Timothy Fennell) at Lake 
Georgetown in Williamson Co, 24 Aug (ph. Randolph 
King) at Lake Waco in McLennan Co, 25 Aug (Sean 
Mecredy) near Davilla in Milam Co, 3 Sep (ph. 
Brandon Woo, ph. Alexander Cox, m.ob.) at David E. 
Schob Nature Preserve in Brazos, 10-12 Sep (Bill 
Reiner Jr., ph. Adam McInroy, m.ob.) at Hornsby Bend 
in Travis, and 15 Sep (ph. Brent Cox) at Brison Park in 

Brazos. 
 
 
Canada Warbler – A scarce inland migrant in fall, 
single Canada Warblers were found at Lake 
Georgetown in Williamson Co 19 Aug (Martin 
Byhower) and at southwest Austin in Travis Co 29 Aug 
(ph. Sheila Anderson). 
 
 
------- 
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