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CHAPTER 1. EN ROUTE TO ST. LOUIS

April 18 to May 31 Texas

(Bert) Carrying a torrent of horizontal rain, the gale force winds propel off the Gulf Coast,
hitting the RV broadside as we struggle along highway paralleling the dunes. The RV
operates sluggishly because the winds deactivated the ESP function, an oxymoronic situation
since now is the time |1 6d appreciate the extr

Relieved, we reach our resort site on Mustang Island to waitheustorm. Water trickles out

onto the wooden floor between our beds. This is a single body RV, so there is no way water
should be leaking inside. | investigate the compartment under the bed and find a thin stream of
clean rainwater coming from thedter exhaust pipe to the outside. Horizontal rain!

Easily sponged up, that leak problem is solved. Next we notice water accumulating below the
refrigerator, but this water is yellow and a bit oily. When the rabsises Shari goes outside

and removeshe vent to the back of the refrigerator. Oily yellow water covers the bottom of the
compartment, the same as has been leaking inside.

The next day we head back into Corpus Christi
expected, the yellow wett is dyed refrigerator coolant and we have a leak. The cooling unit
needs to be replaced, fortunately under warranty. They can order it immediately, get it shipped
from Dallas in a couple of days and work us into their busy schedule next Wednestkag. It

delay, but we have no better alternative.

On Wednesday the service technician disassembles the wooden facade, front doors, electrical
control unit, and removes the backside cooling unit. Then we hear the second bad news. The
replacement coolingnit is damaged and leaking coolant. This time the manufacturer can rush
another cooling unit and we can have it tomorrow.

Thursday we are back in Corpus Christi awaiting the shipment. In early afternoon the
technicians check the new cooling unit. Lighg strikes twice; the new unit is dented and
damaged. It cannot be installed. This time our schedule cannot be delayed furtblesyiso
arrangs for work to be completed in Dallas. The technician loads our RV with the disassembled
refrigerator partsincluding the original cooling unit which is in a heawjt5x 3-ft. X 5-in. box

that we slide between the twin beds. At Wrt | buy two ice chests and three bags of ice to

store our contents which we had temporarily placed in a refrigerator asthit. rWe start out

in | ate afternoon and reach the southstomi de of

On Friday we move the refrigerator contents to a unit at the caravan company for which we run
tours. We spend two days finishing upriwdor the upcoming tours and on Sunday morning
head for Dallas. On Tuesday, the replacement unit arrives at the Hickory Creek dealer. Would
you believe: damaged!



Refrigerator with front paneling removed

May 4-51 Texas

(Bert) On Wednesday we groimpatient waiting at the Lewisville Lake RV Park and in
midafternoon we pack up and go to the repair center. Coincidentally, Central Freight has just
unloaded the large box containing the fourth replacement for the cooling unit. Together, the
service tehnician,the truck driver, and | ingect every detail of the pipes and coils of the unit,
looking for dents, loose welds, or leaks. Somewhat surprised, we find none. It is too late in the
day to begin the replacement, so we arrange to be back tomorgodMatvhen they will do the

work.

Thursday, 11 AM, the service tech comes into the office to inspect the old cooling unit.
Something has gone wrondé thermostat is not coupled to the replacement unit, nor is it on the
damaged unit. We piece the puzzbgether and recognize that damaged unit is one of the
replacement shipments, not the one that came out of our RV. That one is still in Corpus Christi.
The tech says he will take a thermostat out of one of rental units on their lot. Whew! That was a
close call!



An hour later he returns to the office with another problem. Two other components are missing
and h ethaleteosenpéartying around. Two men are now on the phones trying to find a
quick solution. Aware of our delayed schedule, they lzending over backwards to help us.
They locate the parts at the Dometiarehouse in Mansfield and arrange of us to pick them up.

| t 6 s-miarourd&ip through Dallas, Fort Worth, and-BN airport, but by taking the toll
roads we make it back int&. At 6 PM the refrigerator is back in its slot and the facade is
reinserted.

(Shari) 1 am doing a happy dance in my head as we depart the RV shop for points north. The
freezer is cooling down and we are told we are good to go. We stop for thateghal-Mart

just south of Oklahoma City. | check the frig and my ballet shoes hit glass. The freezer is cold
but the frig is not. Oh d***I Bert goes for ice to refill the ice chest and | put what | can in the
freezer. On top of it all when we stdine generator to heat up supper in the microwave all the
frig lights go out. Fortunately we were told by the tech if that happens to hit the reset inside the
outside access panel. We spend the next 15 min. looking for the reset. Finally, me, myself, a
find it and jokingly tell Bert $40 please. It is time now for bed and | will be looking for new tap
and ballet shoes.

Refrigerator lying on its front. White panel on right is the cavity where it will be inserted.

May 6-7 i Oklahoma, Missouri, lllinois and Wisconsin

(Bert) The refrigerator cools to about 48nd we have learned to turn it off before starting the
generator. For the moment this will suffice until we get to another repair €happlans are to

visit my 93yearold motherin Wisonsi n f or Mot her 6s Day, t houg

behind schedule. We are up at 5 AM, stop at

M



met al by 6 AM. The best part of the day is |
throw thedinnerrolls at you and you hope you catch them. By 6 PM we have covered 678 miles
and are north of Springfield, IL, again parking/al-Mart for the night.

The next day we reach southern Wisconsin and are surprised that the trees are jusglteginnin

|l eaf out . The fields are either unplanted or
all so different compared to South Texas where spring was two months ago and summer has
begun. At our Mission home the temperature as already br@ken 1

We park the RV at the farm where | spent my childhood. | grab my binoculars and check out the
birds singing from atop the yard trees. I 6 m
or nonexisting when | started birding here at age 10

CHAPTER 2. MISSOURI

Day 0. May 1771 St. Charles, Missouri

(Bert) The tour group has been arriving that past
from all over the United State®©n this same dat@i1804, the Corps of Discovery gathered here

too. Meriwether lewis came from Washington D.C., hisng-time friend William Clark came

from Virginia, and the other Corps members came from scattered parts of the U.S. which at that
time included only 17 states, the most recent being Ohewisand Clark attenedto gathering

goodsfrom the warehouses of St. Lowad supervising the construction of the keel baatwis

wrote, AAIlIIl the forepart of t[sicdtheRlidferentaniadea ngi ng
necessary forthem atthpsl ace . 0

We modern day caravaners are stocking up on suppliggabMart and Costcoand getting

mai ntenance parts at Ca mp e, rthee €£xadtVeamed mumber inQher g r «
Corps of Discovery that completed the route frBort Mandanto the Pacific Likely, after a

long-days work the Corps men visited a tavern bordering the Missouri River. Our caravan
group does the same tonight at Big Abés, a res

Day 1. May 181 St. Charles, Missouri

(Bert) Suerelatesi As a chil d | attended I ndiana school
Now | want to experience where they travel ed
introducing their self and telling us why they chose to come on this tour. Somethirgrin th

lives touched them and left a curiosity about the Corps of Discovery. One lives near the tralil,

one helped rebuild Fort Clatsop after it burned down a few years ago, one was a teacher with
historical interestiwo live near the grave of Merether Lews at Natchez Trace in Tennessee,

one visited the Lewis & Clarkterpretative Centdn Great Falls and wanted to learn marae

developed a curiosity about LewasddCI|l ar k i n high school . Al tos
anot her . il cda nree choentnmeeunsdee da tfhriisen our , 0 says
ADave wanted to do it and whatever Dave want .

ladies in the group.



| am also mpressed that more than thffeerths of thegroup hagead at leasbne book about
Lewis and Clark. | talk about the three books that | have rdagkides portions of the dime
5000page transcripts of the journals. | recommariabokl just bought and was about to start
reading until yesterday when it got crusted iatpaper ball by the RV slide. While | continue
talking, Dick attempts to twist the ball and flatten the pages. It looks better and, perhaps, if |
park my RV wheel over it for a day it might be readable again.

(Shari) 1 don't think Lewis and Clark at@s well as we @tonight, but they could have had the
same menu itemsAfter our orientation meeting, Béstvery interesting®owerPoint presentation
about therole the Louisiana Purchase had in instigatittge famous journeyand a ather
disjointedtravel meeting with too many papers to hand out, we have a delicious meal of beef,
chicken picante, mashed potatoes, green beans, and chocolate cake or apple pies gulyd

and tastes even better because | dichawe to cook it or clean ugiterwads | doubt if anyone

went homehungry. Now if we could just wear off the calories likeose onthe expedition
certainly did,we'd be set. After all we will be following the same trail. Seems onlydaesn't

it?




Day 2. May 1971 St. Louis, Missouri

(Bert) Not everything on this tour is direct
stop for other sights and sounds en route. T
AWe should come here agai wosdwmgbi e SAadi visaiys
mot or coach tour slowly drives through For esH
1904. Only a few buildings still exist from the fair, but the waterways and forested lawns are



intact, as is the zoo made fansdoy Marlin Perkinsvhen wewatchedMutual of Omaha's Wild
Kingdomon TV in the 1960s.

One of the few buildings fromthé&d 4 St . Louis Worlddés Fair

We move on to the Missouri Botanical Gardehere we have leisurely time to explore the
remarkable fleal collections, garden sculptures, and reflection ponds. | am most impressed with
the glassedlome enclosed Climatron kept warm and humid for the many orchids and bromeliads
clinging to large trees. | wish | had my binoculars when | see a few birasiffiig through the

vines and branches. They look like honeyeaters from Australia and there are dozens of those
species so lamot be sure which these are.

P —
e

Reflection pond at Missouri Botanical Garden with Climatron in background



Inside the Climatron

After lunch at Golden Corral, we head to the Anhediesch brewery for a tour and beer
tasking. Cameras are clicking for a portrait backgrounded by an antique Budweiser wagon and a
gigantic Clydesdale horse.
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(Shari) You know people are having fun when they can't stop taking pictures. And today during
our bus tour of St. Louis cameras are clicking all day.

Bert and | have been through St. Louis on our way from Texas to Wisconsin numerous times.
We never stopped because we thought there was nothing worth seeing. My goodness were we
wr ong. Now | '"d Iike to rent 0 n 8 Foce$t Parkhands e f a
stay a month. The park alone could entertain me for a week. It is huge! It has 30 miles of trails,



numerous paddle boats and lakes, a famous zoo, three museums (art, history, science), a theater,
and restaurants, just to name a fewtsfattractions. The neighborhood around the park offers
restaurants, shopping, entertainment, universities, and hospitals. Our delightful bus driver,
Albert, tells us stories of the park as he bicycled through it as a young boy growing up nearby.

Our group visits the botanical gardens next and mentions the stay there as too short. After lunch
we are treated to a tour of Anheusersch, complete with free samples of beer. Having such a
fun day, convinced me that next time on our travels north westaitl to stay awhile longer.




Day 3. May 201 Camp River Dubois, lllinois

(Bert) fiWe are to ascend the Missouri River with a boat as far as it is navigable ana ttwen g

land, to the western ocean, if nothing preventsdohn Ordwg, writes in a letter to his parents.
Sergeant Ordwais one of the few educated men among the recruits. Ordway is 26 yeats old

the timeand like the other military men that LewisdB@lark picked up along the Ohio River on

their way to St. Louis, he is excited about the adventure ahead. So are we as we continue to visit
the historic places where the action started.

This afternoon we walk the grounds of Camp River Dubois where[rdrdis has beerebuilt

from timbers based on a recently foutdueprint d the one the Corps of Discoyetonstructed

here in 1803. By the time the keelboat was designed and built in Pittsburgh and the Ohio River
was traversed to the Mississippi, it was late in the year to start the expedition on the iced over
Missouri, so thesmallfort wasto be homdor the duration of the winter.

Yellow tape blocks our entrance to the fort as many of the perimeter timbers have fallen in a
windstorm. The orignal fort long agoalsosuccumbed to the elements and its exact location is
unknown. At that time Captain Clark took charge of the Corps at camp while Captain Lewis
visited St. Louis and gathered stories from Missouri River traders. On their adacgued

gifts and trinkets that he would give or trade with Indians en route. We visit St. Louis today too,
but it is to ascend the Gateway méderochy. f or a bi
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A few blocks away we visit the old Courthouse and its museum exhibit on Dred and Harriet
Scott,slaves who sued the State of Missouri fitreir freedom. They won in lower court but the

case was overturned in the state supreme court. At the U.S. Supreme Court they were declared
slaves and private property not to be taken from their owner. Furthermore, they and all black
slaves were declared arior, were not cizens, and had no rights to sue, a decision that agitated

the Civil War.



William Clark owned a slave too. York was inherited by William and he accompanied the Corps
of Discovery, and he was the fascination of the Indians as theydwat seen a black man
before.

In two days we leave St. Charles and follow the Missouri Riter, not hi ng @mr event
May 14, 1804 the Corps did the same as theyRefiere du Boisthen in the Indiana Territory,

and crossed to the convergencehsd Mississippi and Missouri before turning upstream on the
Missouri. In late afternoon we drive to the convergence, now callecCohembia Bottom
Conservation Areaand stand across from the point where the mighty rivers coalesce.




Day 4. May 211 St. Charles, Missouri

(Bert) "... Proceded up the Missouris under Sail to the first Island on the Missouri and Camped
... men in high Spj¥ William Clark wrote on May 14, 1804.

Mouth of the Missouri River



|l tds a speci al da patHotuse in BteChdrleswithpeoplendiesaqubriadr k B
costumes. One of them is the Grgegat Grandson of Meriwether Lewis.

¢

‘.

Behind my photo of the gentlemen are thplicas of the three boaté the Corps of Discovery

which wereused fora reenactment athe trip up the Missouri Rivea few years ago The

keel boat is the | argest of the tdndlead alargeb o ut
square sail and 22 oar$ photographSharias sheclimbs a short ladder to peer intetbeck of

the keelboat.After reading theoriginal journal text, obviously without the aid of photos, | was
anxious to see what thmatslooked like and to appreciate their sizé®specially wanted to see

the vessels Lewis referred to as peroguespdees, or Perogus, but apparently are spelled
pirogueand pr on o un cThapirdyyes are abootwhe ength and width of large motor
homes. The red one had sevemars and the white one six. The three vessels carried about 40
men at the start of ¢htrip, plus tons of supplies.



| L
The keelboat

Cabin at stern of the keelboat



The whitepiroguebesidethe somewhat larger regirogue

In the secondloor museum miniature replicas of the boats better show them in full Ehaé.
sails were not alwayuseful, so the memowed andoften had to pole the boats in shallow water
or pull them with ropes while wading in the river or from the shore.

\
\
\;

Miniature boats with sales up. Missouri River in background.



Day 5. May 221 St. Charles to Platte City, Missouri

(Bert) "I guess when they say the road is c¢cl osed,
drive. I 61 I t e | niisfostumeubut &irbt etmefill Yaiy dnthe start of ouroadtrip.

We are finally traveling in our RVs, following the Lewis & Clark Tralbngsde the Missouri

River. Weare weavng through densely forested limestone cliffdfien Shari spots a coyote

jump into the woods. That reminds me that the Corps of Discovery wahk farther west
before they saw their first coyote, whi ch t he
new to science. It was a western species in
range spans the Lower 48.

Aright hand turnwould ake us t o Dani el Booneds home whi
Daniel Boone lived near La Charette when the Corps of Discovery stoppedMbgres
althoughClark does not mentioBoone Boonediedin hishome in 1820. Notablyt the time

of the eyeditionLa Charette was the last Europdeabitationalong the Missouri.

Dani el Booneds home

The next stop | want to see is theuth of the Osage Rivewhere Lewis and Clark made
celestial observations. In the museum yesterday we sawansaxt a bronometessimilar to

those the captains used to determine the latitude and longitude of the confluence of the Osage
and Missouri Rivers.



Sextant

However, our path is blocked by a road closure and the detour keeps us from reaching the
confluerce point. We detour and Shari texts a message back to the caravan, or at least those for
which we have smart cell phone numbdgay and Roxanne decide to behave as Missourians
and chall enge fAshow me !sdack amdhfortb, lingited bg celaghone r e d
coverage in this somewhat remoteaaoé marshes and farm fields, we eventually hear they are
forced to detach their tow and make duth. On the way back they encounter Duane and Peggy
who also took the closed r@ut Later we here that Dick and Marsha, at another intersection,
turned left instead of right. Admittedly, our road log did not advise which way to turn, but a sign
near the intersection pointed to the campground. With all of our GPS equipment, cel,phon
maps, and our printed road logs, we can still get confused. It makes you marvel how pioneering
Lewis and Clark managed.

(Shari) "Pretend you just finished longday on the river and you are staryddell the group as
| prepare them for ouCorp of Discoverymeal.

"We don't have to preteridis the answer many retoriike us, | wouldimagine Meriwether

Lewis felt many a day as he gazed out overldined and asked himself, "Where in the heck am
|?"

Bert andl struggled with our road log fodimes. At two points texted the group alerting them

to problems. The first happenedaadetour. About 30 minafter my text | get a call from Ray.
"There is a detoill he saysand then asksCan | get through anyway?" Nbe can't and a bit

later | get a text that hbas to unhook to turn around. Oh deéte tells me he meetnother in

the caravanvho made the same turn but who decided to go ahead anyway based on the advice of
a local. Oh dear again. The det@nds but the sign is placedbiatoo far back and a few take

the first turn instead of the second. Oh deardear. Nora relasethata farmer later put a sign

up that said don't turn here. Thimereis the direction to takehen highway29 splits right and

left. | think we alldid that one correctly. The la@bh deao is about 4mi. from camp. We are



to turn right to exit the freeway and then right again and then left. Unfortunatedgdbed right
turn log entryis omitted. Dick calls me on the phone and sai@sHest. Oh deayoh deayoh
dear. | tell him whkre heshould have turned riglaind soon | hear his wife say on the radio that
they made it into th®V park.

On caravan days like this, it is good to have an attinedeljustment. lis a lucky thing |
planned a Lewis and Clark mésdtmething theCorpsate close to this locatiopancakes made
from cornmeal, syrup, stewed applasdbison sausage. | gotdlreciges from my Lewis and
Clark coolbook. In additionsince we havéwo birthdays andne anniversary in May, Terry

and | each made a chocolate cherry cake in our slow coukerelebrate the occasion. The
campground here in Platte City has wonderful facilities with a complete kitchen for our use.
Sweet We get a lot of compnents on our efforts as the group departs. All the bison sausages
were consumed so that must have been a hit.




Day 6. May 231 Kansas City, Missouri

(Bert) Our day is filled with activities and although | could write about our tour of the
HarleyDavi dson Assembly Plant or the Hall mark Vi
Steamboat Arabia Museuamda brief comment o&rmine Case Jr Park



Pouring rain dampened much of the day and at the time our motor codeb ttied_ewis &

Clark Monumentat Case Park, the rais a deluge. Nonetheless, | step out of the coach to take a

few photos of the statue of the adventurerslaswlis s Newf ound| a CaseRakg Sea
is positioned at the promontowhere the Missouri and Kansas Riveeet and, again, it is one

of those places where Lewis and Clark stayed up past midnight to measure the positions of the
stars and derive their latitude and longitutlew, ités Kansas City.

Lewis & Clark Monument on a wet and dreary day

At the Historic City Market, we have a late lunch of Kansas City BBQ and then skip through the
rain to the Steamboat Arabia Museum. | never would have thought of visiting this museum were
it not included in our caravan tour. Yet it is a real surprise both beoafuits origin and its
contents.

Churning along the Missouri River on September 5, 1856, the Steamboat Arabia hit a snag and
sunk in 15 ft. of water. All passengers and crew escaped unharmed, but the lAsalgd with

cargo for stores up rivedisappeared in river silt. Irsucceeding years the river shifted course
andin 1988 fiveintrepid brother§local businessméiocated the boat buried deep in Kansas
farmland. Over a4no. period and with the aid of a 2@@nh crane and 20 pumps, each 60 ft.

long, for pumping water from the hole at a rate of 20,000 cu.ft. per min., they recovered the
cargo of the Arabia and portions of the boat. It is here in the museum that we see thousands of
hi storic artifacts they cl| e afmaustums and seenfeees er v e d
similar artifacts, but thosevere damaged and worn, often just pieces patched together for
display. What is different here is that thesenew, unused, and cleaned to their original quality

and sheen.
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The pit, pumps, and portions of the boat



Complete vases in pristine condition



Bottled sweet pickles, still edible
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Wooden ~r‘néltches, previously not known to have been invented by this date



A room full of newleather boots: mé&r, womegs, children, all paired

Day 7. May 241 Independence, MO

(Bert) How many amendments to the U.S. Constitution have been proposed?

Of the many places we visit today, my favorite is Tmeman Libraryand Museum and of the

exhibits | found one an interesting curiosity and haptan education. The curiosity is that
11,000 amendments have bgenposedmany of which sound comical todagbolish the U.S.
Senat e, change the countryds name to AUnited
limit personal wealth to $1 milligretc.



Trumands Oval Of fice

My educational pick for best exhibit would be the Cold War. Although I lived through the origin
of the Cold War, | was too young to be cognizant of the conflict, but | certainly was aware of the
latter stages. In thetafmath of World War Il, Russia started the expansion of communism as a
buffer zone protecting Moscow from a third war with their feared enemy, Germany. Meanwhile,
Truman and undersecretary of state Dean Acheson confronted the Soviet Union with teir poli
of containment, i.e., blocking the spread of communianplan that became known as the
Truman Doctrine Secretary of State George Marshall called for massive aid to devastated



